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European Food Security Group meeting
Venue: Chant d’Oiseau - http://www.chant-oiseau.be – Brussels, Belgium
Day: Thursday 7 May (second meeting in 2009)
Timing: 10 am to 4.30 pm (the meeting will start at 10.30)
Chair of the meeting: Tom Arnold (Concern) 

CONCORD Secretariat: Romain Philippe, Ester Asin
Agenda
	Timing
	Issues
	Person(s) leading / providing inputs 

	10.30 – 10.45 (15’)
	Start of the meeting:

Introduction of the participants (tour de table) / welcoming of new members

Approval of/Remarks on the agenda
	Chair 

all participants

	10.45 – 11.15 (30’)
	1. Governance of the group 
Mandate to the SG to propose updated ToRs and criteria for SG membership by the next meeting.
Agreement on a timeline for the renewal of the chairing and SG membership

Designation of a new member in the SG (one seat vacant)
 

Review of the EFSG membership 
	Andreas Vogt (CONCORD Sec.)
Chair

SG
all participants                   

	11.15 – 12.00 (45’)
	2. Work Plan 2009
Setting up working groups / commitments by members

Clarification of the role of nutrition in the plan
	Stineke O. (ICCO)
Chair
SG

all participants

	12.00 – 13.00 (1h)
	3. External Speaker
Dr. Crispim Moreira - National Secretary of Food Security and Nutrition, Ministry of Social Development and Combating Hunger, Brazil
(+ another person)

· The perspectives for strengthening Food Security through kick-start of family agriculture (20-30’)
· Debate / Discussion (30-40’)
	Marek Poznanski

Dr. C Moreira
Chair 

all participants

	13.00 – 13.45 
	Lunch Break 
	(confirmed participants)

	13.45 – 14.15 (30’)
	4. Contribution to the Spotlight Report chapter on agriculture
The PCD Spotlight report process (ToRs and guidelines)
Discussion on pager proposal (deadline for first draft: 18 May)

Discussion on EFSG involvement in the PCD process
	(CONCORD Sec)

Gert E (Vredeseilanden)

	14.15 – 15.00 (45’)
	5. Follow-up to Madrid High level meeting and Global Partnership for Agriculture and Food Security
Follow up of Madrid High level meeting and position on GP
Proposal by members to do some work on the CFS reform
Proposal (November; GRET) to invite an external speaker (French MFA) to have a presentation on the Global Partnership
	Stineke O. (ICCO), Terra Nuova / GRET

	15.00 – 15.30 (30’)
	6. Aid to Agriculture 
Advancing African Agriculture – 2009 monitoring exercise

Feedback on the consultations and meeting with regional African farmer organisations
	Gert E (Vredeseilanden)


	
	Stock taking on proposed Agri Watch project
Brief presentation of the Aid Watch process

Decision on how Aid to Agri will be taken forward by the group in 2010
	(CONCORD Sec.)

	15.30 – 16.15 (45’)
	7. Feedbacks and updates 

Open agenda – short presentations
· Participation of EFSG members to the CCP session (20-22 April) in Rome + side event organized
· G8 agricultural ministers meeting / position towards G8 
· Meeting with World Bank

· TAFAD?
· EU Food Facility monitoring - proposal?
· EuronAid proposal
	SG
Daniel V. (CSA)
Marek / Gert / Nora
all

	16.15 – 16.30 (15’)
	Dates for next two meetings in 2009 and conclusion
30 September and 25 November.

Need to reschedule to more convenient dates for non-Brussels based members?
	Chair

All participants 

CONCORD Sec.


Expected general outcomes
· Mandate to SG to review the governance of the group and timeframe to finalize the process by the next meeting
· Work Plan: divide of tasks / commitments
· Mandate to XX to move ahead with the contribution to the PCD Spotlight report

· CFS and GP: follow-up actions to Madrid; decision about working on CFS reform / having a presentation on the GP at the next meeting of the group
· AAA 2009 monitoring exercise: whereabouts and request for support / express of interest in the process
· Aid to Agriculture: decisions on what the group wants to explore / achieve in 2010
Background documents
 to prepare the meeting + members in charge
· Minutes of precedent EFSG meeting, 18 Feb
· Work Plan 2009
· Proposal of template for updated ToRs (CONCORD Sec. + SG)
· 1 pager proposal on SG membership criteria (Stineke O, ICCO)

· ToRs and guidelines for the PCD Spotlight Report

· 1 pager proposal for the EFSG contribution to the PCD Spotlight report / chapter on agriculture (Gert E, Vredeseilanden)

· 1 pager presentation of the Aid Watch project (CONCORD Sec.)
· 1 pager paper - Proposed follow up of Madrid High level meeting on food security for all (Stineke O, ICCO)
· 1 pager on progress and issues around the AAA 2009 exercise (Gert E, Vredeseilanden)
· A Discussion Paper on the CAP (Gert E, Vredeseilanden)

· 1 pager background informative note on the FATE Forum (Daniel V, CSA)
· The Declaration of the side-event during the CCP on 20 April (Daniel V, CSA)
· A Note on the G8 Agriculture (Nora McKeon)
· Other background papers (on CFS, on GP, etc.) available on demand
Participants’ list 
	Names
	Position / Organization
	CONCORD member you are representing
	Attend / Apologize

	Romain Philippe
	PCD Officer, CONCORD Sec
	CONCORD Sec
	both

	Ester Asin
	Policy Coordinator, CONCORD Sec
	CONCORD Sec
	(afternoon)

	Andreas Vogt
	Membership Officer, CONCORD Sec
	CONCORD Sec
	(morning)

	Andrea Maksimovic
	Solidar 
	CONCORD Board
	both


	Arlène Alpha
	Responsable Pôle Politiques publiques et régulations internationales, GRET
	GRET / Coordination Sud
	

	Tom Arnold
	Concern
	Concern (chair, Steering Group)
	

	Ada Civitani
	ACRA
	
	

	Anne-Catherine Claude
	EU Policy Officer, ActionAid
	ActionAid
	

	Aurele Destree
	Glopolis
	Glopolis / Czech Platform
	

	Gert Engelen
	Vredeseilanden
	Steering Group
	

	Juliane Friedrich

	PO Food Security
World Vision Deutschland
	World Vision Deutschland
	

	Alke Friedrichs
	PC nutrition, WEMOS
	WEMOS
	

	Samuel Hauenstein Swan
	Head of Hunger Watch, Action Against Hunger
	Action Against Hunger
	

	Jo Khinmaung
	Policy Officer, Tearfund
	Tearfund / EU-Cord
	

	Martina Maier
	Policy/Advocacy Assistant World Vision
	World Vision
	

	Nora McKeon
	Terra Nuova
	Terra Nuova
	

	Mathias Mogge
	Head of Division Knowledge, Welthungerhilfe
	Welthungerhilfe
	

	Patrick Mulvany
	Co-chair, UK Food Group / BOND
	UK Food Group / UK Platform (Steering Group – on behalf of)
	

	Stineke Oenema
	ICCO / Aprodev
	Steering Group
	

	Marek Poznanski
	CSA
	Steering Group
	

	Francisco Sarmento
	Head of Food, ActionAid
	ActionAid International
	

	Milan Sindler
	Chairman, Slovakia-Southern Africa Society
	Slovak Platform
	

	Marc Somers
	Care International
	Care International
	

	Delphine Valette
	Advocacy Adviser, Save the Children UK
	Save the Children UK
	

	Daniel Van Der Steen
	CSA
	Steering Group
	 

	Dr. Crispim Moreira
	Ministry of Social Development and combating Hunger, Brazil
	(invited by CSA)
	Speaker (morning)

	Lany V. Rebagay
	Asia DHRRA
	(invited by CSA)
	

	Estrella Penunia
	SG of Asian Farmers Association for Sustainable Rural Development (AFA)
	(invited by CSA)
	

	Constanze von Oppeln
	Food Security Policy, Welthungerhilfe
	Welthungerhilfe
	

	Isabelle Kindley (Skype)
	Concern Worldwide
	Concern Worldwide
	


	Alhassan Cisse
	Programme Manager, ActionAid
	ActionAid
	Apologize

	Olivier Consolo
	Director, CONCORD Sec
	CONCORD Sec
	Apologize

	Géraldine Galvaing
	UK Food Group
	Steering Group
	Apologize 

	Thierry Kesteloot
	Oxfam-Solidarity
	Oxfam-Solidarity
	Apologize

	Diana White
	EU-Cord
	EU-Cord
	Apologize


Minutes of the meeting (by CONCORD Sec.)
Summary
This was the second meeting of the EFSG in 2009 (two meetings will be held by the end of this year). The unexpected and encouraging attendance was particularly emphasized, proving the vitality of the group.
The agenda was full but all the points were discussed. It was noted that in the future, meetings should start, as far as feasible, later to allow time for non Brussels-based members to travel in the morning. Meetings should also last less time. 

( The ToRs of the EFSG (in their current version) indicate that the group should organize four meetings a year. An option could be to have 1 (or 2) full-day meetings to discuss all issues (including governance, ways of working, work plan, etc.) and 2-3 lighter meetings dedicated to joint work processes. 
The meeting started on time (10.30).
· Introduction and point on the governance of the group 
Reminder: the current Steering Group (SG) was established one year ago, at the June 2008 meeting. Its composition reflects the different areas of working of the members and it was formed with the members who volunteered at that time. It has been highlighted that the SG has been working well since then. The group lost considerable energies in the past discussing on statutory and ways of working matters, and it should be avoided to spend too much time on this point of the agenda.
The CONCORD Sec. (AV) explained the process towards the finalization of the CONCORD Strategic Framework, whose 3-year priorities include food security. The EFSG is one of CONCORD tools for its work on Policy Coherence for development. Having said that, the CONCORD Sec. (AV, RP) insisted on the necessity to have solid and updated Terms of Reference of the group (current ToRs are dated October 2003). The criteria for SG membership that are currently applied (6 members representing the 3 thematic areas of work) should be formalized and annexed to the updated ToRs.
In order to be consistent with CONCORD’s practices (rules regarding the rotation of chairs and SGs of working groups), the Chairing and SG membership should be renewed or reconfirmed at the next meeting of the group in September. 

The discussion was lively and different views were expressed, showing the importance given to the group by its members. 

Agreed process: 

· the CONCORD Sec. to send back to the SG the template ToRs, with proposed updates in track changes (when circulating this report)
· the SG to work on an updated version, to circulate a first version to the whole group, for comments and suggestions 
· back-and-forth process (if needed) coordinated by the CONCORD Sec. in advance of the next meeting 
· the SG to synthesis the comments and suggestions (early September)
· final updated version should be circulated to the whole group no later than 15 September

· the final version should be formally agreed by the group before the next meeting (30 Sept.)
- Designation of one person in the SG: 

The group agreed to replace Mariano Iossa (former ActionAid representative, member of the SG) by the representative of ActionAid in the group, Anne-Catherine Claude. This decision is valid until September, when the SG membership will be renewed / reconfirmed. 
Questions were asked to ActionAid representatives about AA’s capacity in their Brussels office to work on food security. It was answered that AA wishes to be represented in the SG and is in a position to contribute one person in the SG; that AA will continue to commit in the EFSG in the future; that a decision will be taken shortly about reinforcing or not the capacities on food security in their Brussels office, but that looking at the EFSG priorities is a prerequisite before taking such a decision. It was also argued that AA’s participation offers the chance to strengthen the link with the Aid Watch process.

- Membership of the group and distribution list:
This is a practical but important aspect of the governance, as it is about making the membership of (and information flow within the group) transparent and efficient. 

Patrick M. insisted on the need to clarify the balance between members representing Networks and those representing National Platforms. It was reminded that individuals participate with a mandate of their organization.
Members are asked to inform the CONCORD Secretariat of any change in the mailing list that should occur in the future, with a view to have the most updated list for the information sharing. 
( The List of Members (as of May 2009) is posted on the CONCORD extranet

· Invited speaker (the intervention was moved before the discussion on the WP)
Dr Crispim Moreira was invited by CSA for a side-event in Brussels. His intervention on the Brazilian Programme Fome Zero captivated the participants. A questions-and-answers session followed the presentation. 

More information can be provided by Marek Poznanski (CSA).
· Work Plan 2009 
It was recalled that the Work Plan has been built over past meetings. It is there but it is flexible. It reflects the big challenges on the global and EU agendas, with the reform of the governance of the global food and agriculture system, etc.
With regard to nutrition, several members argued that it should be looked at in European policies and that nutrition should be better reflected in the WP. Several organizations (ICCO, Save the Children, Action against Hunger UK, and Wemos) have initiated a subgroup to look at possible work on nutrition.
In terms of working method, members wishing to look at particular area are encouraged to give the first impulse and to bring it into the group. What is needed: a document highlighting what would/could be the key areas to look at in the policy work and a link with what can be achieved as a group. 
A number of questions have been raised. Is there an adequate prioritization of nutrition at the EU level? Not sure, but there is a momentum to strengthen advocacy. Is nutrition left from the current debates on and response to the food crisis? Nutrition was in fact mentioned in the outcome paper of the Madrid HLM. The problem is more about how the nutrition is mentioned. 

Different approached have been expressed (quantity approach by some organizations working on nutrition/where the food is produced, consumption/production, etc.)
Nutrition is a complex thematic which covers a range of cross-cutting issues and other areas (gender, HR, health, etc.) It is difficult to position nutrition in a broader context. That is maybe where the difficulty to integrate this thematic in the work of the group comes from. More attention needs to be given to these different aspects of nutrition.

Policy coherence and the link between food security and nutrition.

The momentum was stressed, especially with regard to the Food Facility. The group should not be the last one to react with a view to have an impact on European policies. 

Upcoming conference on nutrition organized by the FAO (cf. Nora M.)
Tom A.: the Irish government has a set up a task force, with two objectives: put more attention on smallholder farmers (African women especially) and more focus on nutrition.

Stineke: it should be the strength of this group, to extract knowledge from members and integrate it into the work of the group.

Chair (TA): the group should identify the areas where it can/will have the maximum political impact. 

Need for a policy position on nutrition and clear idea of what is the added-value of the EFSG. 

Nutrition:

· The subgroup on nutrition is on board in the EFSG

· Elaboration of 2 pages document describing how the group looks at the issue (Gert E). Give a first try. An additional point in the paper should detail what would be the lobby/advocacy objectives of the group with regard to nutrition


Lunch break (it was agreed that discussions would resume on the WP)



Should subgroups be identified for each working areas?
Trade will be covered during the FATE session with the Trade working group
Jo K.: Disaster risk reduction in the Work Plan?
Climate change: the group expressed an interest to have a look at the CONCORD “Climate Change and Development” Working Paper that is being finalized. Should there be a paragraph on agriculture in this paper?

CONCORD Climate Change Working paper:

· The final version worked out by the CONCORD Climate Change group will be presented to the Policy Forum of CONCORD

· This Working Paper to be sent to the group (Tom, Jo). 

· See what inputs can be made (cf. it is being considered to present the paper during the General Assembly of CONCORD mid-June)
It was stressed that the group is still discussing (in May) how to deliver on the 2009 WP objectives for this year. It was also argued that the current food crisis obliges the group to be reactive and up-to-date to new developments and to the different policy processes that are happening at global, EU and national levels.
Andrea M. (Board representative) insisted on the fact that CONCORD is investing resources and time in the EFSG and that concrete deliveries are expected from the group. 

- EC Strategy on food security:

Marek P.: the European Commission will revise the EU strategy on food security. The (2005) Communication on food security, then translated into a program of action, will be reviewed by then end of the year.

The EC could come presenting the process of this renewal. A consultation process will inevitably be organized by the EC.
The group can count on the support of the Concord Sec. to prepare meetings at EU level, etc. 

EC Strategy on food security:

· Tom A. to write a letter to Philip Nikos to get clarifications about the EC’s intentions on this process.

World Food Summit (November): another priority area (related to FAO). Common approach as Concord? 

The Work Plan identifies key working areas: 

· Nutrition

· Aid to agriculture
· Trade and Agriculture policies (including the CAP reform, AAA)

· Transversal and new issues: Climate change / Trade / PCD
Lead members to fill the gaps have to express their interest.
- Additional point briefly mentioned during the meeting:  

IAASTD Secretariat:

· Letter to express support of CSOs to the IAASTD Secretariat. The letter to be addressed to EU national governments and the EC (CONCORD). 
This action needs back-up?! Needs clarification.
( The Work Plan 2009 has been posted on the extranet (in its current version). An updated version would be posted once leading organizations by areas of work (existing gaps) have expressed the wish to be included in the WP.

· Contribution to PCD Spotlight report
Cf. pager proposal by Gert E. circulated before the meeting.
Reminder: agriculture and food security will be one of the thematic chapters in the report, with climate change, finance, trade and migration. There has been a workshop on PCD organized in Stockholm last March (the EFSG was not represented there). General guidelines have been produced to frame the thematic contributions from the different working groups, but these guidelines are flexible. Plans for the launch of the report will be discussed by the PCD Task Force in the coming weeks. 
Brainstorming on the pager proposal:
Policy coherence: what do we understand here?

Focus on African agriculture or looking broader? 

What should be the orientation in the report? General or should it be more focused?
Use examples, concrete case studies: food stocks? EPAs going in opposition to protection of regional markets. Milk quotas put back in place recently: another possible example to point out.
The contribution should highlight what is inconsistent. Looking at what Europe is doing and the impact in developing countries. 

A starting point should be the AAA paper issued in February. It touches a lot of issues, good document to use. 

Process and constraints (tight deadlines, as the CONCORD Secretariat recalled).
Summarize: 
The overview chapter will contain our own statements. 

The chapter on agriculture should contain specific points with concrete examples. Reference of sustainable development. Small paragraphs on trade, EU agricultural policy, Agrofuels, etc. Focus on African agriculture. Action Aid has case studies that can be used.
Drafting team: Members who volunteered to work on the contribution of the EFSG and towards a final version of the chapter:
· Aurèle D. (Glopolis)
· Nora M. (Terra Nuova)
· Damien L. (GRET)
· Anne-Catherine C. (ActionAid)
Moving forward:

( the CONCORD Secretariat to send the pager proposal by Gert, with updates based on the discussion during the meeting, to the PCD Drafting Committee, with a view to respect the first deadline (15 May)
( the CONCORD Secretariat to circulate this amended version to the EFSG Drafting team and the whole group (15 May)
( the Drafting team to collate comments and inputs from the group until the 1st week of June (1-5 June)
( the Drafting team to finalize a second draft by 15 June (deadline for submission of second thematic drafts)

( the CONCORD Sec. will coordinate with the Drafting team
( the Drafting team to stay involved during the finalization phase of the report (15 June – early August) 

The EFSG should endorse the chapter on Agriculture and the Spotlight report.
· Follow-up to the Madrid High-level meeting on the Global Partnership for Agriculture and Food Security
The background paper circulated by Stineke O (SO) is posted on the extranet.
Answer to the question: What can we do as a group?
Overall, it was acknowledged that there is a need to follow-up on Madrid. Different opinions on the Global Partnership have been expressed in the EFSG so far. However, members should at least be informed about what is going on. 
SO: background paper gives an interpretation of what happened in Madrid. 

The Global Partnership should not be seen separately from the reform of the UN (Rome-based) agencies. Both processes are interconnected. 
Arlène A: Damien Lagandre (GRET) proposed last November to organize a presentation on the Global Partnership by someone who has been (until recently) involved at the higher-level in this process. Florence Lasbennes is now seconded to the UN High-Level Task Force on the Global Food Security Crisis. It was not possible to organize her intervention during the last meetings of the group.
The group recognized that such a presentation would be useful with a view to get the state of play of the process and the most updated information about what is being discussed at global and EU levels.
NM: the group should be primarily concerned about what the EU positions on both processes (GP and CFS reform) are. This is what the group should be focusing on. 

It was stressed that the situation on both the reform of the CFS and the Global Partnership proposal is evolving rapidly. The reform of the CFS is ongoing and by the end of the year it is expected that a proposal will be put forward to transform the CFS into a global forum for policy decision-making on global food issues. On the contrary, the Global Partnership is not a policy forum, but a mechanism to allow all actors to be involved. 

The group should monitor the positions taken at national level beforehand the upcoming meetings of the CFS. The position of EU key Member States (Spain, UK, France...) should be closely looked at. Also taking into account new actors (US).
It is fundamental to monitor the process and to see what the EU (i.e. the Europe Commission and Member States) is discussing/proposing/negotiating. 
The assumption is that there is no longer mistrust between the GP supporters and the Rome-based UN agencies. The atmosphere is now more consensual and productive. This does not diminish the fact that the CFS is facing huge challenges (status, reporting and monitoring procedures, etc.) There are crucial sessions of the CFS to come (Sept/Oct).
There is also the upcoming document to be produced by Olivier de Schutter.
- Funding aspect of the reform:

This is another aspect of the issue, on the donors’ side: where should donors put their money?
Marek P: the relationship between the GP and the CFS depends on the CFS capacity to work. The GP has three pillars: besides the pillar on international coordination and participation, there is a pillar on knowledge (and international network of experts inspired from the GIEC) and a pillar on funding (a financial facility). Regarding the latter, several proposals have been circulating (a centralized fund managed by the World Bank, or by the IFAD). This is another aspect of the question that the group should look at.
The group agreed to handle this issue with a three-level approach:
( increased level of information: gather more information (from different sides) on the Global Partnership proposal and on the reform process of the CFS
( intelligence gathering: the letter to Philip Nikos about the Food Security Communication should be used to ask the EC about how they are positioning on the GP, CFS reform, etc.

( influence: establish a task force in charge of working on a position of the group on the reform of the global food and agriculture system and on a plan/proposals to deliver advocacy work.
The group will organize an ad hoc meeting and will invite Florence Lasbennes to present what is the Global Partnership about. This meeting should tentatively take place during the last week of June in Rome.
During the next meeting of the EFSG, in September, another speaker (FAO/CFS) should be invited. It is unlikely that David Navarro will have time to address the EFSG (cf. he will be on a teleconference with NGOs the week after this EFSG meeting).

UN has a major player, multilateralism/national level: different views were expressed by the participants. It was made clear (chair) that it is not possible at this stage to pre-assume any position of the group on this issue. 
A Task Force has been set up. This TF is in charge of collecting information about the GP proposal and the CFS reform process. It is also responsible for elaborating a concept note and a programme for the June ad hoc meeting. The programme should not only look at the GP as such but also at EU positions on the GP. 

Task Force:
Nora M. (Terra Nuova)

Damien L (GRET)

Marek P. (CSA) 

Stineke O. (ICCO)

Francisco Sarmento (ActionAid)
· Aid to Agriculture 
The background paper (Gert E.) on the 2009 AAA exercise is posted on the extranet.
The proposal on the table includes: land grabbing; development cooperation; external effects of the CAP (cf. the Discussion paper circulated to the group before the meeting is still open for remarks); trade and markets (question the mandate of the EC in the trade discussions); Policy Coherence for development.
A meeting with African farmer organizations in Rome two weeks ago confirmed their interest to be involved in the process. 
It is assumed that the group will be mainly involved in the cooperation to development item. External effects of the CAP might be an interest for the group and also linking with the contribution of the group to the Spotlight report on PCD. 

It was noted that the participation was fairly good last year. Groups are open and contributions welcomed for this year.

( Call for an engagement of the group in the initiative. The EFSG should support this work and contribute to the process. This exercise could be ultimately endorsed by the EFSG. Last year, the EFSG could not sign on as the involvement of the group started relatively late.
- AgriWatch proposal:
This project proposal was dropped at the last (February) meeting.

· Feedbacks and updates
- FAO Committee on Commodity Problems session (attended by Daniel van der Steen, CSA): good discussion and dynamic during the side-event organized, although it was difficult to circulate information during meeting.
Further information: http://www.csa-be.org/spip.php?article544 
The declaration of the organizers of the side event is posted on the extranet.
- G8 Agricultural Ministers meeting (Nora M.): brief report on the interaction of the African Farmers’ Continental Platform with the G8 Agriculture held in Treviso on 18-20 April circulated before the meeting. Feedbacks: excellent example of cooperation; good interaction. 

The report is posted on the extranet.

- Meeting with the World Bank: Gert E. and Tom A: the meeting was held on short notice, around 10 days before G20 meeting. Presentation of what the WB would be advocating at the G20 Summit. Proposal to levy founds for developing countries. Wide participation (UN organizations, David Navarro joined the meeting). Good exchange of views. Gert: what is going to happen? Not clear. 
$1.2 billion fund for the food crisis, with contributions by countries. The WB is thinking of a $2 billion fund for this year.

- Food Facility: a call will be launched in a few days (€200.000 million for NGOs and national aid agencies). 
Marek P: communication operation for the European Commission; lots of communication efforts a country level to inform about the FF. But it is an interesting operation to bring stakeholders on food and agricultural issues at EC Delegation level. Monitoring by the group is needed on the long-term effects of the interventions.
- Euronaid proposal submitted: agreed; it will facilitate the achievement of the Work Plan. Another proposal has been submitted and approved (Welt Hunger Hilfe); it will bring additional capacity.
- Aurèle D: feedbacks on the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly in Prague (April).
· Dates for next meetings and Conclusion of the meeting
With a view to ensure better transparency and preparation of EFSG meetings, dates of meetings have to be fixed ideally at the beginning of the year and 6 months before at the latest.
The following dates have been confirmed:

· 3rd meeting of the EFSG in 2009:  30th September
· 4th meeting of the EFSG in 2009: 25th November (possibly rescheduled if the World Food Summit is confirmed around this date)
· The date for the ad hoc June meeting will be fixed after consultation of the group (doodle consultation). 


The meeting was followed by a joint session with the Trade working group of CONCORD to discuss the Forum FATE. The report of this session will be circulated to the participants and will be posted on the CONCORD extranet.



� Current composition of the SG: Daniel Vandersteen, CSA; Geraldine Galvaing, UK Food Group; Gert Engelen, Vredeseilanden; Marek Poznanski, CSA; Stineke Oenema, ICCO; Tom Arnold, Concern Worldwide (chair)


� Most of these documents and the agenda are available on the CONCORD extranet
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