Securing Future Food - UKFG Conference, London, 24 September 2010 

Breakout Session: Who Controls? Led by Jocelyn Jones

Much discussion of agricultural development/research focused on the role of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

· The Foundation has heavy investments in Monsanto, and there is a high proportion of Gates/Rockefeller funding in Kenya devoted to GM.  
· “They have co-opted all the nice phrases.”  
· The Gates Foundation’s philanthropy is turning into a sadly missed opportunity, with a top down “development” process.

Linked with this is the danger of development “packages” which create indebtedness along the way – especially when something goes wrong.

There is a whole nexus of power and resources, training and education, which makes the rules of the game. Powerful players control the food system using various tools: technology, information and the political and economic rules. Because the rule-making process has been captured by the big companies, there needs to be a reform of institutions that puts people before companies.

Advocacy strategies
· We need to recognize the difficulty of conveying the concept of food sovereignty to the general public.  
· Our campaigns and explanations need to be at the right journalistic level; there are opportunities to use radio, television and other popular media to get our messages across. 

· The cultural resonance of food should make it easier to campaign.
New rules are needed.

· The establishment of the principle that companies are legally responsible at home for their actions overseas is important. 

· Alternative food practitioners in the UK would be very open to the concepts intrinsic to the “Food Sovereignty” movement.
Concluding Points

· Food campaigns in Africa take control away from farmers.

· It is important to support small farmers’ organisations.

· It is important to fund local seed networks.

· The linear food chain needs to give way to a cyclical model, imitating nature.

