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European Food Security Group meeting – EFSG
Venue: CONCORD Secretariat, Brussels, Belgium

Day: Friday 5 February 2010

Timing: 10.00 am (the meeting started at 10.30)
Chair of the group: Tom Arnold (Concern Worldwide) and Stineke Oenema (ICCO)
CONCORD Secretariat: Romain Philippe, PCD Officer

(DRAFT) REPORT

A/. Advancing African Agriculture – 2009-2010 CSO monitoring report
Discussion on the draft chapters in the report
: update to the group, express support needed from the members of the group, quick overview of the plans for the launch of the report (envisage a launch consecutive to another event?)

Gert E., Nora McKeon and Patrick M. presented the interim reports on 2009/2010 CSO and African Farmers’ Networks’ monitoring of: 1) the EU Food Facility; 2) Land grabs in Africa (FIAN); and 3) EU milk policy impacts on African (Senegal, Burkina Faso and Kenya) dairy sector (with GRET). 

EU milk policy: envisage building synergies with the PCD work of CONCORD (PCD Task force)

Food Facility: what can be learned from this experience; lessons learned should feed into the process towards the elaboration of the EU policy framework on agriculture and food security; likely to be discussed by the Council in March; needs particular attention.

Land grabbing: looking for inputs from the EC expert group on this issue; guidelines for avoiding land grabbing are being developed (similar guidelines by the FAO?)

The key messages and recommendations in the three chapters will be in the introductory and concluding remarks of the report; the content will not be different from what is already in the three chapters. The introduction will focus on the incoherence.
Feedbacks and comments are welcomed on: political recommendations in the report; comparison between Western Africa and East Africa (Kenya) in the chapter on the EU milk policy.

Opportunities to present findings: 1) when the EU launches its Communication on Agriculture and Food Security and its report on the Food Facility (DG Dev) – this report will come soon; 2) in parallel with the EC’s work on land acquisitions (DG Dev+); 3) in parallel with the EC’s process for reviewing the CAP (EP Committee on Agriculture, for example).

Envisage a more ‘holitistic’ approach with regional farmers’ organisations in Africa: how to broaden their involvement on the AAA monitoring. EFSG supportive of a potential project application later this year for funding for 3 year monitoring of impact of EU policies on food and agricultural systems in Africa, responding to farmers’ networks’ priorities and with special focus on the EU’s food security communication. 
Close links with the office of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food will be maintained.

	( Feedback on the three drafts sought by the end of next week (12 February); sign off: end of February.

( Meeting with DG Dev on 4th March (?)

( What is envisaged for the launch of the report? The EFSG should endorse the report as a group (and not only individual organisations).
The Communication on agriculture and food security is likely to come before the report is launched. 


B/. Governance of the group and forward planning
- Terms of reference:

The revised ToRs of the EFSG were approved by the participants. The revised ToRs offer positive guidance for the governance and more open and effective ways of working of the EFSG. Clarifications on the objectives of the group, the information flows within the membership of the group, the respective roles of the chair, the Steering group, the members; confirmation that the group meets four times a year; rotation of the chair and members of the Steering group, etc.
The ToRs are a referenced paper for members of the group. Members are encouraged to refer to the ToRs when they interact with the group.
The list of members of the group will be circulated be separately; there is work to be done on the way to organize this list to clarify who is representing whom / on behalf of whom (networks, national platforms, individual organisations, etc.) It was reaffirmed that the main benefit of this group is its flexibility and openness (diversity of its members).
	( The revised Terms of reference will be circulated after minor changes on the text (corrections by RP, Patrick M., and Stineke O.). The ToRs will be presented to the Policy Forum of CONCORD (meeting on the 5 March).


- Chairing
Tom Arnold stepped down from the chair. The group thanked him for his guidance over the years. Tom A. paid tribute to Gerhard Schmalbruch (former Secretary General of EuronAid, back in 2004). There have been difficult times for this group in the past; there is now a moment of opportunity at international level (food security and agriculture back on the global agenda) and at the EU level (important to have something to say on EU policies and to be coherent).

After a round of consultations by Tom with members over the past weeks, the nomination of Stineke Oenema was approved by acclamation. Stineke introduced herself to the participants and detailed her expectations for the EFSG. This information will be circulated to the CONCORD membership (working group Newsletter and the next monthly Member to Member). According to the revised ToRs, Stineke will be chair of the EFSG for a maximum of two-years (February 2012).
	Stineke Oenema is a nutritionist and agricultural economist by training. She works for ICCO in the Netherlands. ICCO operates in 50 countries (in 25 countries on food security) through local organisations. She is responsible for policy-making on food security in ICCO.

Stineke joined the EFSG in 2004 to get back on the European agenda. The diversity of the EFSG makes it rich and strong, but this diversity is also a challenge sometimes. Her objective will be to work to build common views from this diversity. Another objective will be to maintain the quality work that the group has produced in the past years.

She will ensure the right balance between the different dimensions in the group (sustainability, nutrition, agriculture…) with the overarching rights-based approach to the right to food.


The question whether the group should have a co-chair or a vice-chair is left open. The ToRs will indicate that this question is ‘to be determined from time to time’. It was agreed to see how the new structure works with the ToRs and to give it time to impulse a new dynamic.
- Planning for 2010
The EFSG should meet four times during the year. The next meetings will be in May (in conjunction with the FATE forum in May); in September (week of the 13th), and November (week of the 15th) or December in parallel with the European Development Days (7-8 December).
The Steering Group (SG) will meet virtually as soon as possible to ensure a rapid follow-up after this meeting. More work should be done (by email and by phone conference) in between meetings. The participation in the phone calls/meetings of the Steering group is open to the most active members / task forces on specific topics when these topics are discussed by the SG, for the preparation before, or follow-up after a meeting of the EFSG. The elaboration of the agendas for the plenary meetings will be more inclusive.

	( A follow-up call will be organized with the chair and the Steering group+ early March 


- Work plan 

Food Aid Convention (chair: Canada): there was a meeting in London (14-15 Feb); ACF-UK, Save the Children, Oxfam and FIAN involved in the process. 
(Derek): debate about whether or not there is a need for a new convention; EU positive about that; US slow to come to the table but more openness now. One issue is the political linkage between the FAC and the WTO negotiations. FAC is housed in the Green Council in London; considering moving the FAC Secretariat to Rome.

Nutrition: European nutrition action group – ENAG (Concern, ACF, WEMOS…); quite informal group; few pieces of work have been delivered (G8, etc.); priorities until June/July: G8, G20, MDG+10 Review Conference, CFS. The ENAG has had a call with D. Nabarro to discuss the inclusion of nutrition in the Comprehensive Framework of Action (CFA).

Possibility for this group to sign off position papers taken by the ENAG. ENAG will meet in February to look at ToRs for the network.

	( EFSG to keep an eye on what is happening
( Feedbacks to be circulated to the group by Nathalie D. (ACF-UK)


IAASTD: the draft letter prepared by Patrick has been endorsed by the participants; minor modifications will be made by Patrick (reference to the upcoming EC Communication on agriculture and food security; link with the High Level Expert Panel and the reform of the FAO CFS; inclusion of a paragraph explaining what the EFSG is about).

The letter should be sent to the new Commissioners together with the IAASTD global report and the article by Patrick Mulvany.
Cf.: commission confirmed by the EP (vote in plenary on 9th Feb).

The IAASTD findings should be presented to the European Parliament; cf. an APRODEV event on the IAASTD in 2009 (need to be verified); CONCORD organizes assistant lunch meetings on a monthly basis; envisage organizing such a meeting in April/May (before the May FAC); link this meeting with the EFSG position on the upcoming communication; national platforms should contact their respective MEPs in the relevant Committees (AGRI, INTA, DEVE, ENVI).
Council: meeting a few weeks ago with the Belgium Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed that agriculture will be high on the Belgium Presidency agenda); Belgium should receive the letter; European Development Days in Brussels (7-8 Dec.): food security is one of the themes.
Cf.: the UK Parliament launched a report on the IAASTD few days ago.

	( Patrick M. to circulate the final version of the letter by next week
( Letter to be sent to: EC Commissioners and Spanish and Belgium (upcoming) EU Presidencies

( Look for the possibility / opportunity to organize a meeting with MEPs in April/May (before the May FAC)
( Role of the national platforms in linking with their MEPs (IAASTD letter and preparation for the lunch meeting if confirmed).


The rolling biennial work plan will be reformulated in line with the four headings in the ToRs (food and nutrition, aid to agriculture, global governance, and policy coherence). The revised WP should provide a longer term perspective (multiannual) beyond 2010.
	( The revised work plan will be circulated for suggestions (RP); members will be encouraged to identify where (which activities) they will focus their efforts and engagement in the group.


Lunch break

C/. Issues Paper towards an EU Policy Framework for assisting developing countries addressing agriculture and food security challenges 
Discussion with DG Development (Willem Olthof and Jennifer Keegan-Buckley; Apologize: Philip Mikos)

Issues identified by the group (cf. agenda of the meeting):
· what are the EC’s plans towards the elaboration of the proposed communication

· what are the reactions at the level of the Council so far

· what role should / could the EFSG play to orient the process

DG Development made a presentation of the key issues arising from the consultation by W. Olthof on behalf of P Mikos. 49 responses received, many serious and solid contributions from NGOs (but some redundant), from national agencies, UN (FAO, WFP), trade unions, research centers and (one) from a private actor.

(EC): the process has been rushed and the pressure is on the EC to have the Communication ready for the Spring Package of issue documents.  
Many of the key issues that the EFSG raised in its submission were referred. Important points in the contribution include policy coherence and support to the CFS reform. Others important points include: role of social protection, linking climate change and agriculture, etc.

A ‘bottom up’ approach, more focused on building resilient communities, is favored. IAASTD findings’ implementation was implicit in the presentation but would be explicit in DG Dev’s submission to the Inter-service consultation in March. 
Rights-based approach: no red flag in the contributions received. (Nora McK.): need to explain what the rights-based approach is. 

Monitoring the implementation: not there yet; a communication is meant to be a policy document for guiding EU policies; it is not an agenda (e.g. on gender).

Reference to the ‘whole of the Union’ approach: (W. Olthof) has no answer; do not know what to do with the comments; ‘outside our sphere of influence’; the approach is understood differently (cf. CONCORD’s position
).

(Jo K.) on the interactions with the EC delegations for the implementation of the communication: (DG Dev): there are different ways in interacting with the delegations; staff has increased since agriculture is back on the EU and global agenda; additional staff could be contracted using the Food facility; pending: set up of the EEAS.

Process forward:

· a summary (of the contributions) is being finalized (10-15 pages); will be posted shortly; key issues will be discussed with EFSG; no draft will be circulated (at least officially);

· the Heads of Agriculture and Rural Development (HARDs) committee will discuss 5 issues selected by EU members at their next meeting on 12 February
: right to food; agrofuels; biotechnology; price volatility, and governance. It was pointed out that this list was not oriented to the ‘bottom up’ approach favored by DG Dev, focused more on ecological production and protected local food provision
· Inter-service consultation (March)

· adoption of the communication by 31st March

· discussion and conclusions of the Council in May
	( Members of the EFSG to engage with their respective national representatives in the HARDs Committee before the 12 Feb. (cf. email from RP on 8 Feb. to the group)


	( Engage the European Parliament in the process (not clear after the discussion with W. Olthof whether the EC is envisaging consulting the DEVE Committee); consider the possibility to meet with the chair of the DEVE before March.


When adopted, the communication will be an EU-wide reference document (not only DG Dev); it will be used to inform EC/EU policy for the next decade, including, probably, the next EC Food Security Thematic Programme (2011-2013) and rolled out in conjunction with external action service in the context of the Lisbon Treaty. 
Cf.: the last reference document on agriculture and food security was developed in 2002. 

The report on the Food Facility will be presented around the same time. It will be a factual report. The EFSG observations (through the AAA project) will useful in helping learn lessons and shape future funding. Other EC communication coming on health; a Staff working paper on gender (Action plan); an Aidco paper on nutrition; coherence between all these documents is important (discussions between DGs).

The EFSG expressed interest in working with DG Dev on the next steps after the (expected) adoption of the communication end of March. 
Cf.: monitoring the L’Aquila ‘pledges’: there will be mechanism to monitor the reality of these pledges (€3.8 billion from the EC).

Cf.: there will be no contribution from the EC to the World Bank Fund.

D/. FATE Forum 2010
Forum on Food Agriculture Trade and Environment will be held in May 2010 jointly with the CONCORD Trade WG and others.
 
	( Members who committed to join the reference group: Patrick M., Anne-Catherine C., Nora McK., Stineke O., Daniel vdS., Damien L., Géraldine G. 

The Concept Note (proposal) will be updated (RP) based on the few comments received. The reference group will start working next week with the Trade working group and other members at a second stage (inclusive process).


E/. CFS reform 

(Nora McK.): update on the current status of the implementation of the reformed (FAO) Committee on 
Food Security. 
The new Bureau of the CFS is in place; list of its members circulated by Nora: Philippines (chair: de Luna), Belgium (vice-chair), Algeria, Australia, Brazil, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Guatemala, Japan, Jordan, Malaysia, Russia, USA. There is a meeting of the Bureau today (5 Feb). 
The Terms of reference for the Advisory Group (innovation of the CFS reform) have been adopted
. The AG includes 4 seats for civil society. A first meeting between the AG and the Bureau could be envisaged by end of February.
CSOs which participated in the 2009 Contact Group (IPC, Oxfam, and ActionAid) together with other CSOs are developing the autonomous mechanism for civil society involvement, as mandated by the Rome Forum in November. 
Overview of the issues for developing this mechanism
: then revised draft will be circulated to the EFSG when ready. Olivier De Schutter (UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food) has written a helpful letter to the CFS. 
About 150 nominations for the High Level Expert Panel have been received for the (approx.) 15 places available. The remainder, together with others, will be forwarded as possible members of the ‘Roster of Experts’. 

Monitoring the L’Aquila pledges and the World Bank Trust Fund will form part of the CFS mandate, together with formulating the new global Strategic Framework for food and agriculture. Other substantive issues include: food price volatility and revision of the CFA.
Tom A.: a meeting on the revision of the Comprehensive Framework for Action (Nabarro) will be organized in Dublin in April. Members of the group will certainly be invited. 
F/. AOBs
· Common Agricultural Policy 
A meeting will be organized on the 24th of March by Belgium CSOs (the two platforms) with farmers’ organisations; members of the group will be invited to attend this event. 
A European symposium about the CAP reform will be organized during the Belgium EU Presidency; a Civil Society forum will precede this symposium.
Gert Engelen presented the process behind the development of the European Food Declaration and encouraged members of EFSG to sign up before the end of February. It will be launched in mid-March in parallel with the EP Committee on Agriculture that will discuss the reform of the CAP. 

	Discussion with the group about the procedure for endorsement by the group of position papers (different views expressed). 

( Gert E. to circulate the link to the Declaration; the EFSG members will have the possibility to endorse the Declaration on behalf of their organisation. Endorsement from the EFSG as a group can be envisaged at a second stage (in May) after a discussion has taken place within the group. 


Question pending: the EFSG policy for endorsement of position papers.

Other question pending: representation of the EFSG in the informal group on Food and Agriculture (?)

· MDGs review Summit in 2010 
CONCORD Policy Paper on the MDGs+10 (CONCORD MDG Task force) and EFSG contribution to the chapter on MDG1
(Anne-Catherine C.) presented the process for developing the CONCORD position on the MDG review being coordinated by BOND. ActionAid is coordinating the elaboration of the chapter on MDG 1. EFSG members should input. 

	( Comments received so far: Patrick M., Stineke O., Concern (via Dochas), Constanze (Welt Hunger Hilfe) 

Deadline for inputs to Anne-Catherine C (Romain P in copy): 12 February.


· Discussion on PAEPARD II 
(Marek P., Damien L. and Patrick M.:) developments in PAEPARD II, a multi-stakeholder agricultural research programme for Africa, with 7 activities planned. 
Suggestion: a CSO meeting including African farmers’ organisations could be held in parallel with the UKFG Congress in London in September.
	( Marek P. to share a summary.


	Stineke Oenema - ICCO

Nora McKeon - Terra Nuova

Cliona Sharkey - Cidse

Stefan Hagelueken - World Vision Deutschland

Marc Somers - Caritas International

Anne-Catherine Claude - ActionAid EU office

Damien Lagandré - Gret

Olli Pitkanen - Finnish platform Kehys ry.

Gert Engelen - Vredeseilanden
Milan Sindler - Slovak NP / Slovakia-Southern Africa Society

Damien Lagandré - Gret / Coordination Sud

Constanze von Oppeln-Bronikowski - Deutsche Welthungerhilfe
Aurèle Destree - Glopolis

Tom Arnold - Concern Worldwide

Patrick Mulvany - Practical Action / UKFG

Marek Poznanski - CSA

Derek McDowell - Concern Worldwide

Nathalie Duck - ACF UK 

Thierry Kesteloot - Oxfam Sol
Géraldine Galvaing - UKFG
Daniel van der Steen - CSA
Mario Pelloni - Reggio Terzo Mondo – via SKYPE

Jo Khinmaung - Tearfund – via SKYPE

Alex Rees - Save the children – by TELCONF


· Participants (24)
� The drafts were circulated to the group before the meeting.


� See : ppt presentation circulated to the group (8 Feb)


� CONCORD’s � HYPERLINK "http://www.concordeurope.org/Public/Page.php?ID=22799" ��reaction� to the EC communication on CPD and the whole of the Union approach


� cf.: email to the group on 8 Feb


� Zero Draft concept note was circulated to the group the day before the meeting and attached with this report (10 Feb).


� Document circulated to the group before the meeting and attached with this report (10 Feb).


� Document circulated by Nora M. before the meeting and attached with this report; there will be a second draft before summer.





