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Report of UK Food Group

2010 Annual Meeting

Thursday 25th February 2010, 1:30pm – 5:00pm
Development House, 56 - 64 Leonard Street, London

Chair: Linda Craig, PAN UK

The first session, which was opened with the screening of the trailer of The Pig Business, a documentary by Tracy Wurster on the operations of factory farming, was the opportunity to review the past year (UK Food Group 2009 Annual Activity Report) and planning future activities. 
Members and friends were able to exchange information on their issues and priorities for 2010/11 (see below). This session was also the opportunity for the UK Food Group to discuss with members its ways of working and UKFG priorities for 2010/2011, one of which is the issue of “models of production”, the theme for this year’s EC project with European and African partners. This will be built on the outcomes of the thematic work at the Forum for People’s Food Sovereignty Now!, which took place last November in Rome. Patrick Mulvany (CoChair) presented the UKFG plan to organise a conference end of September/early October on this theme and members were invited to get in touch with Patrick or Geraldine Galvaing (Coordinator)  if they were interested in joining the Working Group which will be set up to help organise the preparatory meetings and the conference itself. 
The second session was the opportunity to hear Mr Davo Vodouhe, coordinator of the Beninese Organisation for the Promotion of Organic Agriculture (OBEPAB), who offered insight of the issues surrounding sustainable cotton production in Sub-Saharan Africa. Click here to download the presentation. 

The Annual Meeting was brought to a close with the screening of Joy Carey’s short summary of her longer film, ‘Organic is the only sensible way’.  The summary focused on how Juli and Vivek Cariappa’s work on developing their own diverse organic farm has led to the establishment of an association of small scale organic family farms with over 200 members, all of whom produce cotton in addition to producing food for their families. Together they form an organically certified ‘Internal Control System’, with Krac-a-Dawna as the lead farm. The full film will be available for sale from Joy for £10 plus p&p. If interested, contact joy@joycarey.co.uk.

Linda thanked the speakers and presenters of the video clips and everyone else for participating and for their contributions, and especially Geraldine for organising the meeting and her work in coordinating the UK Food Group.
Patrick thanked Linda Craig for all the work she had done as Management Group member and Co-chair of the UK Food Group. Apart from sharing her expertise, he was especially grateful for her contributions in steering the group and helping us to be better managed. He wished her well with her new career but said he will miss her warm and constructive guidance. Members warmly applauded her.
Updates from members

Practical Action – Patrick Mulvany
- Practical Action will focus on resilience to climate change (improved biodiversity).
- Practical Action will revise its policy on Food and Agriculture and will put it in the framework in the values of the organisation. 

War on Want – Anu Kuusito
- War on Want is holding its Fight Supermarket Power conference on Saturday 27 February 2010. 
- War on Want will organise workshops on Food Justice. 
- Presentation from the Landless Workers’ Movement (Movimento dos Trabalhadores Sem Terra,  MST) in Brazil. The work of the MST focuses on: - Agrocecology;  -  Seeds exchange; - Campaign against GMOs; - Agrarian reform.

Antony Ellman – Agronomist
Associate of Natural Resources Institute
- Antony works with farmers in Transylvania on ecotourism projects. This is an interesting model which could be interesting for other EU countries. 

See website www.fundatia-adept.org
- In Zanzibar his work focuses on encouraging hotels to buy food from local farmers rather than from overseas, to make tourism more sustainable and beneficial to local communities. 

Tropical Agriculture Association Award Fund
- TAA invites natural resource graduates who want to work on agricultural issues abroad to apply for awards to gain overseas experience. UKFG members are welcome to send applications.
ACORD – Jean Blaylock
- Their work will focus on food sovereignty and agricultural policies. 

- One new focus: CAADP (The Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme). They will develop a framework, formulate questions using the 6 Nyeleni/food sovereignty pillars, and present that framework to governments.  
- They will also work on the FAO Committee on World Food Security (CFS) with partners in Africa.  
- The UKFG is a way to stay in touch with what is going on in the UK. 
Christian Aid – Kato Lambrechts (sent by email)
ASFG (African Small Farmers Group Report) to be published and launched with APPG when new parliamentarians come in. It would focus on Africa, and what is wrong with UK policy on agriculture in Africa, including science and technology/research. Hilary Warburton is actively involved in this from PA, but others are Dan Taylor from Find Your Feet, Mairi MacRae from Concern Worldwide UK, David Bragg from Send a Cow, Jenny Rafanomezana from Self Help Africa, and Farm Africa (not a UKFG member). Nick Parrott did the original research, but we are rewriting/structuring the report for a UK politician audience. If someone from ASFG is at the meeting this afternoon they can explain more

Christian Aid is planning to publish a report on the benefits of sustainable agriculture in June, also targeting new UK decision-makers after the election. Drawing on Africa and Asia, this will inform our climate change and food advocacy

Aprodev is working on a number of food and trade-related areas (interested in exploring how to popularise/politicize) the current debate on SSM in agriculture in the WTO (did a technical briefing with South Centre), CAP reform (looking at development impact), popularising IAASTD and getting this into policy-making circles in Africa), and a briefing on moving towards more sustainable agriculture policies in Africa (away from reliance on fertiliser subsidies, patented seeds etc) – which Kato Lambrechts is leading on.

Concern Worldwide UK – Mairi MacRae and Paul Wagstaff
- Along with ActionAid UK and the APPG for agriculture and food for development, Concern  Worldwide UK held a reception in the House of Lords to mark International Women’s Day (8th March) and to celebrate the vital role that poor women play in the fight against hunger. They launched their Women Can’t Wait campaign which focuses on the need to recognise the role that poor women play in the fight against hunger and how MDG1 on hunger will not be achieved unless more attention is played to the role that women play – as carers, producers and community members. You can find out more and sign up to the campaign here www.concern.net/unheardvoices 
- Concern’s work in 2010 will continue to look at the issue of women marginal farmers and how hunger should be addressed holistically – looking at how links can be built between nutrition, agriculture and social protection. 

- Also highlighted some issues Concern have been having with EU regulations on procurement for development projects – they will follow this work up but highlighted that this may be something that is affecting others?


Gaia – Teresa Anderson
- Gaia’s work supports the African Biodiversity Network. 

- Gaia’s work include work on biochar and biofuels.
- Gaia’s focus this year will be on advocacy work on food sovereignty and climate change.
- Gaia, in collaboration with Navdanya, UKFG, Practical Action, Soil Association, GM Freeze, Garden Organic and Compassion in World Farming are hosting this event on Friday 5th March with Vandana Shiva and Patrick Holden looking at agriculture and climate change. 

Compassion in World Farming – Wendy Smith
- Compassion in World Farming works to bring an end to industrial animal agriculture for the sake of animals, people and the planet.  
- Farm animals are sentient beings who can suffer. Compassion in World Farming believes that farm animal welfare should be intrinsic to farming policy and practice and are asking UKFG members to incorporate that dimension in their political work. 
- CIWF produces reports and briefings on all aspects of farm animal welfare, all available online. A recent publication, in collaboration with Friends of the Earth, shows that it is possible to provide adequate food for the world using humane and sustainable farming methods. Moreover, a reduction in meat and dairy consumption in wealthier countries would greatly expand options for a more equitable global food supply. Eating the Planet is available at: http://www.ciwf.org.uk/what_we_do/factory_farming/eating_the_planet.aspx
- Compassion is delighted to be working with UK Food Group and looks forward to a productive relationship.


Richard Tapper
- Richard Tapper’s work focuses on the biosafety protocol, and more specifically on the regime/protocol for liability and redress.
- Richard is also looking at how the GM crops are not delivering and is compiling data to present to the Government. 
- The UKFG could promote networking possibilities and circulate the findings. 
Action Aid – Meredith 
- Action Aid is pro: More money for women farmers.
- Action Aid is anti: Biofuels.
- The UKFG offers networking possibilities and could bring more support to the APPG.

World Development Movement – Julian Oram

- WDM is developing a campaign on food insecurity focusing on food speculation and commodity markets. WDM will shortly be releasing two short reports on the issue authored by Tom Lines.
- WDM is looking at the UK’s role in blocking reforms which could lead to the regulation/taxation of speculation on food commodities because the EU is being lobbied by the UK and the US Congress will not change its position if the EU does not.
- The UKFG could act as a platform with a clear advocacy when it meets with the new UK Government.

GM Freeze - Pete Riley

- GM Freeze is working on the GM potato.
- GM Freeze published a report entitled Blind Alley: Is Dfid's policy on agriculture in danger of failing to deliver food and environmental security?  http://www.gmfreeze.org/uploads/blind_alley_final.pdf
- Next year, GM Freeze will work on a project with PAN UK looking at the impact of pesticides on the health of farmers. 
- GM Freeze also works to advertise the benefits of agroecology and tries to identify where blockages are located in the field of research.  
Agricultural Christian Fellowship (ACF) – Christopher Jones and Susan Atkinson
- ACF is linking up with Gaia in a coalition working on agriculture and climate change.

- ACF works on the state of farmer-government relations (i.e. the role of extension services) 
- Susan Atkinson suggested she would like to host farm visit(s) for UKFG members in the summer and to let her know if members are interested.
- The UKFG is fundamental in the sense that it enables its members to know about all perspectives and to get the complete picture of issues surrounding food and agriculture.  
WorldFamily - Jocelyn Jones
- WorldFamily is about making connections between the needs of people in the South and in the North.
- It is organising a Festival for Food Sovereignty and would like to get in touch with the following people:
-- Agroecological farmers.
-- People with hands-on experience in tropical agriculture
-- People involved in urban grassroots movements
-- Youth involved in Climate Camp.
- The UKFG has given us great access to other organisations and provided opportunities to collaborate and exchange ideas.

Tracy Wurster
- Tracy Wurster hosts dinners with decision makers with people coming from abroad and offered to facilitate other dinners with MPs. 

John Fowler, Agricultural Christian Fellowship, proposed a vote of thanks to Practical Action, supported by acclamation, for allowing Patrick to provide continual and consistent inputs to the organisation of the UK Food Group and for the information and analysis shared by him with the membership.


